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Conference Background

“Leapfrogging to a resilient Europe” is a digital conference unlike any other. It 
comes at a decisive political moment. Through unique interactive and co-creative 
formats, it aims to activate the transformative potential of policymaking for the 
COVID-19 recovery to truly bounce forward to a new era of resilience in Europe. 

Like the COVID-19 pandemic, some crises are difficult to anticipate – the climate 
crisis and increasing biodiversity loss, however, are foreseeable. COVID-19 
has shown that mitigating the risk of crisis is not only a moral issue, but also an 
economic question. The mitigation of short-term consequences of COVID-19 
is indispensable for the stability of our societies and the European economy. 
However, in doing so, it is vital to not lose sight of disruptive long-term challenges, 
which should not be played off against short-term economic growth. From an 
economic point of view, we simply cannot afford to address one crisis whilst 
ignoring another. 

To that end, balancing short and long-term priorities and facilitating preventa-
tive actions should be deeply anchored in key political processes such as the 
European Semester, the Recovery and Resilience Facility, and the European Green 
Deal, to limit economic, environmental and social crises and exorbitant costs in 
the future. 

“Leapfrogging to resilience” is the central theme of this conference. Resilience 
refers to the ability of a society (on both national and EU-level) to cope with 
change and to anticipate, absorb and recover from internal and external shocks, 
whilst positively transforming its structures and livelihoods in the face of 
long-term stresses, challenges and uncertainty1. Leapfrogging means not only 
to “bounce forward” but to skip cumbersome steps in the recovery process. 
Instead of choosing a gradual and incremental way of adjustment and reverting 
back to the old status quo, leapfrogging signals the adoption of a more systemic 
and transformative approach that enables a leap forward to a more sustainable 
societal and economic system. 

By bringing together policymakers from the European Commission and other 
European Institutions, as well as selected experts from academia and civil society, 
this conference creates a virtual platform for discussing how Europe can leapfrog 
to resilience. We offer you a unique space for cross institutional dialogue and 
knowledge transfer, enriched by different perspectives and areas of expertise. 
This opens up new head space for transformative policy and innovation in 
approaches to governance. 

Conference Background

1  based on National Research Council. 2012. Disaster Resilience: A National Imperative.  
Washington, DC: The National Academies Press. https://doi.org/10.17226/13457.
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Objectives and Structure of the Conference

Classic keynotes and opening panels (1 hour each) taking place in the morning 
of each conference day open the floor for discussion, and set the scene for the 
interactive Policy Labs. The key challenges discussed in the morning will guide and 
kick-off the co-creative process of developing policy ideas within a series of four 
Policy Labs: Green Recovery, Just Recovery, Governance for Resilience and Fiscal 
Policy. Chatham House Rules apply.

Joint objectives of the Conference and Policy Labs: 

• create a space for public sector innovation
• identify and prioritize challenges to effectively deliver the goals of the Green 

Deal and induce a transition to a new era of resilience and sustainability 
• co-create policy ideas and define next steps to address these long-term 

challenges 
• build new cross-institutional networks within the European Commission and 

beyond to take these ideas forward

Process during the Policy Labs

The interactive Policy Labs span over a period of three hours and are divided into 
four main sections: 
 
1. Lab Check-in: In this part of the policy lab, the facilitators will define and out-

line the overall lab objectives with the participants (30 to 40 persons per lab).
2. Challenge Space: In the first part of the Policy Lab, small groups consisting  

of 4 – 5 participants are formed. Within these groups, long term challenges 
and questions specific to the policy lab’s content will be defined.  
We will assemble the small groups based on the criteria of gender-balance 
and different institutional background to create a diverse and open-minded 
spirit in the groups that facilitates different perspectives on a topic. 

3. Action Space: In the second part of the Policy Lab, the defined questions are 
translated into tangible actions and kicks-off the co-creative process of policy 
innovation (on both a policy design and implementation level).

4. Conclusion and Outlook: In this space, the different policy ideas generated in 
the small groups are presented in the big plenum. To uphold the momentum 
and drive of the Policy Labs, the formation of ex-post working groups will be 
discussed. 

Closing remarks by Executive Vice President Valdis Dombrovskis:  
On Friday, 18 September from 14:00 h – 15:00 h the output of the Policy Labs will 
be presented and discussed with Executive Vize President Valdis Dombrovskis. 
This will be followed by a general Q & A.

Objectives and Structure 
of the Conference
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Program

Program

Tuesday, 15 September

Policy Labs

Concluding remarks

08:45 – 09:00

10:05 – 11:10

11:10 – 11:30

11:30 – 13:00

13:00 – 13:15

09:00 – 09:50

09:50 – 10:05

Opening remarks by Jonathan Barth (ZOE-Institute)
• Keynote by Kate Raworth (University of Oxford)

Challenges & Questions
Intervention by Benjamin 
Görlach (Ecologic)

Ideas for action &  next steps
Intervention by Jonathan 
Barth (ZOE-Institute)

Break Break

Challenges & Questions
Intervention by Christine 
Corlet Walker (CUSP)

Ideas for action &  next steps
Intervention by Simon Mair 
(CUSP)

Panel discussion moderated by Jonathan Barth (ZOE-Institute)
• Kerstin Jorna (Director-General DG GROW, European Commission)
• Barbara Kauffmann (Director DG EMPL, European Commission)
• Astrid Schomaker (Director DG ENV, European Commission)

Concluding remarks, Feedback and Open Mic

Break

Choice IIChoice I

End of Day I For the zoom link please see the session 
description below in this document.

https://resilient-europe.com/green-recovery/
https://resilient-europe.com/green-recovery/
https://resilient-europe.com/just-recovery/
https://resilient-europe.com/just-recovery/
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Program

Thursday, 17 September

Policy Labs

Concluding remarks

10:00 – 10:15

13:30 – 15:00

15:00 – 15:15

15:15 – 16:45

16:45 – 17:00

10:15 – 11:50

11:00 – 13:30

Opening remarks by Jakob Hafele (ZOE-Institute)
• Keynote by Sandrine Dixson-Declève (Club of Rome)

Panel discussion moderated by Jakob Hafele (ZOE-Institute)
• Jean-Eric Paquet (Director-General DG R & I, European Commission)
• Joanna Drake (Deputy Director-General DG ENV, European Commission)
• Declan Costello (Deputy Director-General DG ECFIN, European Commission)
• Marcel Haag (Director DG FISMA, European Commission)

Concluding remarks, Feedback and Open Mic

Long Break

End of Day II

Challenges & Questions
Interventions by Jakob Hafele (ZOE-Institute)  
und Amanda Janoo (Wellbeing Economy Alliance)

Ideas for action &  next steps

Break

For the zoom link please see the session 
description below in this document.

https://resilient-europe.com/governance-for-resilience/
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Program

Friday, 18 September

Policy Labs

Concluding remarks

08:45 – 09:45

10:00 – 11:15

11:15 – 11:30

11:30 – 13:15

14:00 – 15:00

09:45 – 10:00

Presentation and Q&A with Tim Jackson (CUSP)  
moderated by Jonathan Barth (ZOE-Institute)

Ideas for action &  next steps

Break

Comment on outputs from the Policy Labs  
by EVP Valdis Dombrovskis

Break

End of Day III

Challenges & Questions
Interventions by Frank van Lerven (New Economics Foundation) 
and Agustin Redonda (Council on Economic Policies) 

For the zoom link please see the session 
description below in this document.

https://resilient-europe.com/fiscal-policy/
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The process behind

The process behind

Definition Phase Conference & Policy Labs Implementation

High-level Panels on 
policy challenges

Keynotes on transforma-
tion needs and options

Policy Lab part I: Elabo-
rate on challenges and
guiding questions

Policy Lab part II: Small
teams form around solu-
tions & intervention maps

Development of 
policy briefs

Voluntary Follow up on 
policy options in small 
teams

Potential 
implementation 
of results

Distribution of results 
in network and public

Identify 
policy challenges

Define relevant 
political processes

Identify 
guiding questions

Pin down 
transformational needs

The conference is not a single event. It builds on the past work of the  
ZOE-Institute and its partners. In particular, the conference is the result  
of a process in which we have tried to

1. identify key challenges and necessary transformation needs in the course  
of the COVID-19 crisis 

2. and from this to derive guiding questions for the conference.

We hope that the conference will produce plenty of ideas that will provide initial 
answers to these questions. After the conference, teams of participants will have 
the opportunity to further elaborate these ideas. We offer to support participants 
in developing a short policy brief for selected solutions. This can then inspire 
future policy implementation. 
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Policy Lab: A Green Recovery

Policy Lab: A Green Recovery
» If we use the European Green Deal as a compass, we can transform this crisis into  
a chance – our chance to reshape our economies and to make them more resilient.«
— Ursula von der Leyen

Making our economies more resilient against external climate-related shocks is  
key for future development. Higher temperatures, rising sea levels and more  
frequent extreme weather events pose multiple threats to our economy already 
today. At the same time, our economic activity is based on intense resource 
consumption resulting in massive interference with ecosystems around the world, 
including an unprecedented loss of biodiversity. 

President Von der Leyen reminds us that the recovery programs adopted in 
response to the COVID-19 crisis present a chance to reshape our economies and 
to make them more resilient – if we use the European Green Deal as a compass. 
Investment today can pave the way for the long-term objective of a resilient, 
climate-neutral and circular European economy. This applies in particular to the 
recovery programs adopted in response to the COVID-19 crisis. Next Generation 
EU can be a vital tool to support the transition to a climate-neutral economy, help 
reduce resource use and enhance ecological resilience. 

The various plans and strategies as well as the European Green Deal as the 
centerpiece for future European economic development are all steps in the right 
direction. But is this enough to achieve the needed economic transformation 
towards a resilient, climate-neutral and circular economy? Which steps do we 
need to take now – and which mistakes do we need to avoid – to put the EU on 
a sustainable trajectory by the mid-2020s? 

In the Policy Lab “Green Recovery” you will be able to discuss some of the long-
term challenges to deliver on the EUs climate and biodiversity objectives. The 
discussion is expected to address some of the following angles: 

a. Short-term goals vs long-term objectives: One main challenge for a sustai-
nable recovery is to balance objectives across different time horizons. In the 
short-term, the priority is to stimulate economic activity within the existing 
structures – and yet, transformative investments need to be made now to 
stay on track with long-term objectives, which will often require changing 
economic structures, e. g. in energy or transport.

b. Addressing resource use and biodiversity protection: While the recovery and 
resilience facility aims to contribute to the EU’s climate mitigation objectives, 
it is less well positioned to contribute to other sustainability goals. Yet, it is 
clear that the transformation to a carbon-neutral economy also requires to 
halt and reverse biodiversity loss, by reducing resource consumption and 
building a circular economy, and increasing the economy’s overall resilience 
to external shocks, including those from intensifying climate change.
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Policy Lab: A Green Recovery

Corresponding EU Mechanisms & Political Processes

The discussion will be centred around EU policy processes defined by the  
participants, including:

• Definition of criteria for green investments by Member States under the 
Recovery and Resilience Facility

• Green priorities laid down in the Annual Sustainable Growth Survey
• The development of the 8th Environmental Action Programme
• EU Biodiversity Strategy 2020
• Circular Economy Strategy 2020
• The definition of the Green Deals monitoring mechanism
• The strategy to empower consumers for the green transition

Guiding questions

 → How might Member States and the Commission enable short-term economic 
stabilization through investments that pay in on the different long-term goals of 
a resilient, climate-neutral and circular economy and “do no harm”? 

 → How might Member States and the Commission implement recovery plans that 
contribute to an absolute decoupling of resource use from economic growth, 
enhance biodiversity and preserve ecological resilience? 

Panellists and speakers

Keynote by: Kate Raworth (University of Oxford)

Panel discussion moderated by Jonathan Barth (ZOE-Institute) with
• Kerstin Jorna (Director-General DG GROW, European Commission)
• Barbara Kauffmann (Director DG EMPL, European Commission)
• Astrid Schomaker (Director DG ENV, European Commission)

Timing and Virtual Space

Tue | Sept 15 | 8:45 h – 13:15 h (Keynote & Panel & Policy Lab)  
Panel & Keynote: → Click here to get to the virtual zoom room
Policy Lab: → Click here to get to the virtual zoom room

Co-hosted by: Ecologic, OECD (NAEC), Politics for tomorrow, ZOE Institute

(ID: 899 5083 1493 | Code: 801572)
(ID: 835 0486 0273 | Code: 769620)

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83504860273
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89950831493
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Policy Lab: A Just Recovery

Policy Lab: A Just Recovery
» The covid-19 pandemic has made the inequalities and absurdities of our current 
economic systems clearer than ever. It has never been more crucial that we focus 
our systems on delivering wellbeing for all.«
— Buchs et al., 2020 

Background

How do we ensure that the green recovery turns into a just recovery that delivers 
wellbeing for all? Since the Green Deal’s initial launch, the Commission has 
emphasised the different societal realities in Europe. COVID-19 has further 
revealed and exacerbated inequalities between and within member states. 
Building a low carbon economy will mean losses for some but also create many 
new opportunities. This policy lab focuses on how we can identify pathways to 
more secure livelihoods, higher-quality jobs and greater equality in the course 
of a green recovery. 

Securing livelihoods means ensuring access to the goods and facilities needed 
for a decent standard of living. The COVID-19 pandemic has put great stress on 
market and non-market means of securing our everyday lives. → Youth unem-
ployment in the Euro Area had increased to 17 % by June 2020 – with significant 
variation across countries. At the same time, levels of unpaid domestic work have 
increased, due to closures of schools and childcare services. → Evidence suggests 
that this tends to fall most heavily on women.

Paving the way towards higher-quality jobs is equally challenging as it requires 
paying attention to many different aspects all at once. Job satisfaction, working 
hours, job security, wages, and autonomy at work are the most commonly 
identified → factors that make for good jobs. Another important dimension is the 
meaningfulness of work: does the work contribute to the common good? 18 % 
of EU workers say that their work is → not meaningful. This connects directly 
to the green recovery: is a job “good” when it undermines future livelihoods, the 
wellbeing of citizens and the quality of life by contributing to the destruction of the 
planet ?

A just green recovery that secures livelihoods and ensures the availability of “good 
work” for all bears the potential to contribute to strengthening social cohesion 
across Europe. Livelihoods, job quality, and inequalities should be reflected in 
the way we measure the success of the EU’s recovery. GDP growth should take a 
back-seat, in favour of more → direct and holistic measures of progress. Recovery 
efforts should target the countries and regions most affected by the pandemic, as 
well as those requiring the deepest structural changes for a green transformation. 
In this way, existing disparities in employment, income, and living standards 
can be reduced, while setting Europe on a path toward sustainability. The 
question for this policy lab is: how? What are the key avenues and mechanisms for 
investment and action?

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Unemployment_statistics#Youth_unemployment
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Unemployment_statistics#Youth_unemployment
https://eige.europa.eu/covid-19-and-gender-equality/unpaid-care-and-housework
https://www.cusp.ac.uk/themes/s2/wellbeing-care-robots/
https://www2.deloitte.com/content/dam/Deloitte/uk/Documents/consultancy/deloitte-uk-voice-of-the-workers-europe.pdf
https://www.cusp.ac.uk/themes/aetw/measuring-prosperity/
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Policy Lab: A Just Recovery

Corresponding EU Mechanisms & Political Processes

The discussion will be centred around EU policy processes defined by the  
participants, including:

• The implementation and delivery of the European Pillar of Social Rights and the 
Action Plan for a social economy

• Definition of criteria for national investment programs targeting people, skills 
and both green and digital investments under the Recovery and Resilience 
Facility, REACT-EU and under the Just Transition Mechanism and the European 
Skills Agenda 

• Labour Market and social priorities defined in the Annual Sustainable Growth 
Survey 

Policy Lab objectives

The policy lab on a “Just Recovery” takes the recovery programs as a working 
base to

• Define metrics to measure the success of a “Just Recovery” 
• Identify where and how the Recovery programs can channel investments
• Discuss how a Just Recovery can improve citizens’ access to basic goods 

and services 

Guiding questions

 → Access: What constitutes the basic goods and services necessary for a just 
recovery and how might Just Recovery and Resilience and Recovery Plans create 
equal access to these?

 → Success criteria: How might the Commission and Member States define a just 
recovery in terms of livelihoods, job quality, and inequalities, without limiting the 
definition to skills and employment?

 → Investment: How might we enable member states to invest in a way that doesn’t 
put workers and the environment at risk? 
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Policy Lab: A Just Recovery

Panellists and speakers

Keynote by: Kate Raworth (University of Oxford)

Panel discussion moderated by Jonathan Barth (ZOE-Institute) with
• Kerstin Jorna (Director-General DG GROW, European Commission)
• Barbara Kauffmann (Director DG EMPL, European Commission)
• Astrid Schomaker (Director DG ENV, European Commission)

Timing and Virtual Space

Tue | Sept 15 | 8:45 h – 13:15 h (Keynote & Panel & Policy Lab)  
Panel & Keynote: → Click here to get to the virtual zoom room
Policy Lab: → Click here to get to the virtual zoom room

Co-hosted by:  Centre for the Understanding of Sustainable Prosperity,  
Politics for Tomorrow

(ID: 835 0486 0273 | Code: 801572)
(ID: 890 5458 1570 | Code: 781078)

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83504860273
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89054581570
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Policy Lab: Governance for Resilience

Policy Lab: 
Governance for Resilience
» We want a green transition, a digital transition and we want to increase  
Europe’s resilience.«
— Frans Timmermans 

Background

As the EU works to navigate the complexity of the COVID-crisis, ensure economic 
resiliency and become a leader in climate action, the need for innovative policy 
and governance mechanisms, which do justice to the interconnectedness of these 
goals, is increasingly urgent. However, despite an awareness of this systemic 
interconnectedness, the complexity of these challenges has led to even more 
compartmentalized policy making in a moment when effective policy coordina-
tion is more important than ever. 

Using the momentum of the recovery and resilience plans to build back better 
requires moving beyond individual short-term reactive policy making. Thereupon, 
it is vital to build a holistic long-term governance framework, which spans across 
policy fields and facilitates policy coherence required to ensure that the time, 
effort and resources dedicated to the COVID response has maximum impact. 
Whilst policy makers are generally aware of the strategic connections between 
their policy areas they are rarely provided with tools and opportunities to effec-
tively discuss and align their work. This policy lab will offer visionary EU policy 
makers an opportunity to take a step back and honestly reflect on synergies and 
conflicts across their work streams with the aim of building strong and adaptive 
networks that can foster innovative, cross-cutting policy solutions to build a truly 
inclusive, sustainable and resilient European Union. 

Corresponding EU Mechanisms & Political Processes

The discussion will be centred around EU policy processes defined by the  
participants, including:

• the Recovery and Resilience Facility targeting the most affected member 
states by providing € 310 billion in grants and up to € 250 billion in loans to 
support investments in the Green Deal, the digital transition and resilience 
projects within the framework of the European Semester

• Definition of criteria for green and digital investment projects by Member 
States under the Recovery and Resilience Facility

• Priorities defined in the Annual Sustainable Growth Survey 
• the Green Deal’s Just Transition Mechanism integrated into the COVID-19 

recovery plans
• the REACT-EU initiative adding € 55bn of funding to EU cohesion policies
• the Rural Development Programmes reinforced by € 15 billion to support rural 

areas in line with the Green Deal
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Policy Lab: Governance for Resilience

• the New Strategic Investment Facility boosting resilience of strategic sectors, 
notably those linked to green and digital transition

• Horizon Europe (2021 – 2027) € 100 billion to support for health and climate-
related research and innovation activities 

Policy Lab objectives

The policy lab on “Governance for Resilience” takes the most recent recovery 
programmes as working base to

• Explore key social, economic and environmental dimensions of resilience 
• Develop a better understanding of systemic interlinkages, and explore 

tensions and synergies between policy options and objectives
• Co-create feasible solutions to coherence challenges of the participants
• Build strong networks across silos to foster innovative, cross-cutting policy 

solutions that can strengthen coherence and build a resilient European 
Union

Guiding questions

 → How might the EU effectively navigate the social, economic and environmental 
crisis in a way that builds long-term resilience? 

 → How might we better identify systemic interconnections between policy streams 
and move beyond reactive policymaking?

 → How can we manage tensions between social and ecological dimensions to 
effectively achieve desired outcomes?

 → How might we strengthen organisational coordination to strengthen overall 
resilience? 

Panellists and speakers

Keynote by: Sandrine Dixson-Declève (Club of Rome)

Panel discussion moderated by Jakob Haefele (ZOE-Institute) with
• Jean-Eric Paquet (Director-General DG R & I, European Commission)
• Joanna Drake (Deputy Director-General DG ENV, European Commission)
• Declan Costello (Deputy Director-General DG ECFIN, European Commission)
• Marcel Haag (Director DG FISMA, European Commission)

Timing and Virtual Space

Thu | Sept 17 | 10:00 h – 11:00 h (Panel) and 13:30 h – 17:00 h (Policy Lab) 
Panel: → Click here to get to the virtual zoom room
Policy Lab: → Click here to get to the virtual zoom room

Co-hosted by:  E3G, Club of Rome (COR), Wellbeing Economy Alliance

(ID: 879 4237 5834 | Code: 287515)
(ID: 835 0486 0273 | Code: 801572)

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83504860273
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87942375834
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Policy Lab: Fiscal Policies Revised

Policy Lab: Fiscal Policies Revised
» Once fiscal policy normalises, it will be vital to avoid making the mistakes of the 
past: in the fiscal consolidation of ten years ago, investment was the first victim. To 
repeat this approach would be to sacrifice our long-term priorities.«
— Paolo Gentiloni

The COVID-19 pandemic presents not only unprecedented policy challenges, tied 
to a looming recession of an estimated 8,3 % EU GDP decline, but also a window 
of opportunity for urgently needed fiscal reforms. As monetary policy has 
reached its limits, due to historically low interest rates over the last decade, there 
is a revival of fiscal policy in order to deal with the consequences of the economic 
crisis and the resulting short-term financing needs of almost € 2 trillion, including 
a → basic investment gap of € 846 billion.

In addition, increasing (public and private) investment is not only crucial to 
weather the COVID-19 pandemic but also to meet mid-and long-term objectives 
such as the 2030 European climate target of reducing the GHG emission by 
55 % compared to 1990. Even though the MMF and the Next Generation EU can 
jointly mobilise up to € 462 billion for climate investments, this amount would fall 
significantly short compared to the estimated € 2.380 billion required to → cover 
the overall climate investment needs.
With limited fiscal space and rising debt levels, the role of innovative fiscal policy 
has become increasingly important. Against this backdrop, this Policy Lab aims to 
assess some of the fiscal challenges that the EU has been facing since the 2008 
financial crisis, which have recently been exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
It also seeks to come-up with concrete, feasible and, at the same time, transforma-
tive solutions that contribute to ensure that the → EU recovery is a sustainable one.

The Policy Lab will be focused on two core topics that shall be complemented by 
other issues raised during the discussions:

1. Fiscal rules define the limits to measures available to fiscal institutions of 
the Member States to manage headwinds facing the economy. COVID-19 has 
resulted in the EU triggering the General Escape Clause of the Stability and 
Growth Pact, but member states are expected to revert back to pursuing 
fiscal consolidation and balanced budgets in the medium and long-run.  
Fiscal rules are designed in such a way that responsible governments should 
tighten their belts and reduce the public debt and deficit during “normal 
times” to create fiscal space – room for further borrowing – for the “bad 
times”. But with respect to averting and mitigating an environmental emer-
gency this assumption might need addressing. To ensure macroeconomic 
stability in the long-term, existing frameworks must be ready to allow 
sufficient room for preventative investment that limits future pressures on 
fiscal budgets (and the catastrophic consequences) related to climate change 
and biodiversity loss. In view of such structural, rather than cyclical problems, 
preventative investment to reduce mitigate environmental breakdown would 
be more efficient at delivering public wellbeing than waiting to intervene until 
after a changing climate has caused a “significant economic shock”.

https://voxeu.org/article/lessons-financial-crisis-prevent-great-fragmentation
https://www.ecologic.eu/sites/files/publication/2020/europeanrecoveryprograms_climateinvestmentshares.pdf
https://www.ecologic.eu/sites/files/publication/2020/europeanrecoveryprograms_climateinvestmentshares.pdf
https://blogs.imf.org/2020/07/12/toward-a-more-resilient-europe/
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Policy Lab: Fiscal Policies Revised

2. Tax exemptions: Tax exemptions by member states are costly (e. g. accounting 
for roughly 4 % of GDP in France and 3,5 % in Italy). In addition, many of these 
provisions have been proved to be ineffective in reaching their stated policy 
goals (e. g. patent boxes in boosting R & D and innovation) and very often trigger 
negative externalities (e. g. fossil fuel subsidies granted through the tax system 
and the regressive impact of tax benefits for pension savings that exacerbates 
inequality). Thus, rationalizing the use of TEs (i. e. broadening tax bases) would 
contribute to increasing tax revenue collection and hence fiscal space.

Corresponding EU Mechanisms & Political Processes

The discussion will be centred around EU policy processes defined by the  
participants, including:

• “Next Generation EU” set up as a mixture of grants and loans amounting to 
€ 750 bn through the Resilience and Recovery Facility, REACT-EU Assistance 
for Cohesion and the Territories of Europe, Horizon Europe Research Fund,  
SSI Solvency Support, InvestEU scheme and more

• EU Economic Governance Review
• Future of the Stability and Growth Pact

Policy Lab objectives

The policy lab „Fiscal Policies Revised“ takes the recent recovery programmes as 
a working base to

• Discuss long-term implications of the COVID-19 crisis for managing public 
debt and fiscal policy

• Develop ideas to align fiscal rules and fiscal policy with the EUs climate and 
environmental targets

Guiding questions

 → How can economic policy in the EU better reflect the long-term fiscal risks of 
climate change and biodiversity loss and create fiscal space for preventive 
investments in the short term?

 → How can member states create fiscal revenues from reconsidering taxation and 
tax exemptions? 

Timing and Virtual Space

Fri | Sept 18 | 8:45 h – 13:15 h (Keynote & Policy Lab)  
Keynote: → Click here to get to the virtual zoom room 
Policy Lab: → Click here to get to the virtual zoom room  

The policy Lab will be opened by a keynote of Tim Jackson (University of Surrey)
Co-hosted by: New Economics Foundation and Council on Economic Policies

(ID: 833 0016 2931 | Code: 810775)
(ID: 835 0486 0273 | Code: 801572)

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83504860273
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83300162931
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Comment by Executive Vice President Valdis Dombrovskis 

Comment by Executive Vice 
President Valdis Dombrovskis 

After three days full of active participation, brainstorming and co-creation, on 
Friday, 18 September 14:00 to 15:00 (CEST), Valdis Dombrovskis, Executive Vice 
President of the European Commission, will personally comment on the fruits of 
your work generated in the Policy Labs. After the Vice President has given a short 
input, Jonathan Barth (ZOE-Institute) will present selected ideas of the Policy 
Labs to the Vice President. As a participant you will also have the opportunity to 
directly address some of your own questions to the Vice President. 

Timing and Virtual Space

Fri | Sept 18 | 14:00 h – 15:00 h  
→ Click here to get to the virtual zoom room (ID: 835 0486 0273 | Code: 801572)

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83504860273
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